128                      SAMUEL SEWALL.

Sewall, from early manhood, as his Diary shows,
took a warm interest in the conversion of the Indi-
ans, alike creditable to his head and heart. He was
one of the commissioners appointed from England
to overlook their interests, and he took many long
journeys to Martha's Vineyard and elsewhere in their
behalf. He often rewarded the best scholars among
them with a Psalter or Bible, and worshipped with
them. Yet withal he judged them and their religious
prospects carefully, and no man's opinion of them
is more entitled to respect. These opinions are ex-
pressed in his Diary and letters.

The idea was prevalent that the Indians were the
lost tribes of the house of Israel.

ON MARTHA'S VINEYARD.

"Sep. 16, 1706. Gave the squaw that has lost her feet 10
pounds of wool.

11 Jany 30, 1708. John Neesnummin, Indian preacher, comes
to me with Mr R. Cotton's letters; I shew him to Dr. Mather.
Bespeak a.lodging for him at Mathias Smith's ; but after, they
sent me word they could not do it. So I was fain to lodge him
in my study. Jany 31. P.M. I sent him on his way towards
Natick, with a letter to John Trowbridge, to take him in if there
should be occasion."

Here is another illustration of the "prevalent and
constant antipathy of the whites towards the Indians.
Here was an educated Indian preacher, with letters
of introduction from his friend Cotton of Sandwich,
himself a preacher to them. Sewall first turns him
over to a tavern, which refuses to have him. Then
he makes a bed for him in his library instead of hiscountry generally at this
